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DESCRIPTION OF THE TRYSPACES PARTNERSHIP 

We live in an interconnected world where urban modes of action and interaction dominate. This 

dominant urbanity generates different worldviews. The 20th century was characterized by the 

power of nation-states and their ensuing worldviews. The 21st century is marked by urban more 

than national cultures. Young people are at the forefront of these cultural, social, economic and 

political transformations. They are increasingly visible in public spaces because their practices 

distort, disturb and push the limits imposed by social norms. 

TRYSPACES explores the relationship between the presence of young people in public spaces and 

how they experience this visibility. How do young people use public, physical and virtual spaces, 

and why are these uses often considered transgressive? Why would transgression be attractive, if 

not sometimes necessary, for some young people? What are the consequences of these 

transgressive practices on the regulation of public spaces (physical and digital) and urban 

governance? What relationships (formal and informal) exist between these young people who 

deploy transgressive practices and governance institutions? How does public space regulation in 

Mexico City, Paris, Montreal and Hanoi compare, given their contrasting cultures and political 

systems? 

TRYSPACES has three objectives: 

 Transgressing: Compare how adolescents and young adults in Montreal, Paris, Mexico 

City and Hanoi use and appropriate physical and virtual public spaces; understand how 

this contributes to their identity, allows them to express their vision of the world and 

carve out a place for themselves in an increasingly urban and interconnected world. 

 Regulating: Understand and explain the consequences of these transgressive practices of 

spatial appropriation on the regulation of public spaces and urban governance. 

 Intervening: Stimulate collaborative research between young people, researchers, 

decision-makers, artists and community actors.  
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DESCRIPTION OF THE TRYSPACES TEAM 

TRYSPACES is a team bringing together researchers and interdisciplinary students, multimedia 

artists, social workers, urban professionals and teenagers and young adults from Mexico City, 

Montreal, Paris and Hanoi. 

TRYSPACES is a partnership bringing together twelve universities in four countries and as many 

public, community and private organizations, collaborating in participatory and comparative 

research approach. We work in four languages by mobilizing new information and 

communication technologies and various forms of language: visual arts, dance, street arts, urban 

games, narrative mapping, but also public policy briefs, scientific articles, architectural sketches. 

We function as a living laboratory, working with participatory methodologies to co-produce 

knowledge. 

List of researchers and collaborators:  

Amiraux, Valérie Leloup, Xavier  

Astorga, Luis Longo, Maria-Eugenia  

Bacqué, Marie-Hélène Lopez Lopez, Alvaro 

Boudreau, Julie-Anne Nguyen Quang Minh  

Cardi, Coline Pham Thi Thanh Hien  

Castillo, Guillermo Pham Quynh Huong  

Charton, Laurence Purenne, Anaïk  

Crossa, Veronica Roberge, Jonathan  

De Alba, Felipe Ta Quynh Hoa  

Delgado, Javier Torres, Juan  

Doan The Trung Tran Minh  

Dufaux, Frédéric Turner, Sara  

Gallant, Nicole Van de Velde, Cécile 

Germain, Annick Vermeesch, Stéphanie 

Labbé, Danielle Vulbeau, Alain 

Leal, Alejandra   
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